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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 1854 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EEC, NATO, XT, GW, FR 

SUBJECT: FRG MINISTER'S VIEWS ON FRANCE AND US-EUROPEAN 
RELATIONS 

1. SUMMARY: FRG MINISTER MAIHOFER HAS TOLD ME THAT HE 
BELIEVES THE USGOVERNMENT DOES NOT APPRECIATE THE FRAGILITY 
OF THE EC AND INSTABILITY OF SOME MEMBER COUNTRIES. IN HIS 
VIEW, THE US HAS OVER-REACTED TO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPE; 
THE FRENCH ARE OVER-EXTENDED ON MANY FRONTS AND, WHEN THIS 
BECOMES APPARENT, FRANCE WILL HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE BUT TO 
RETREAT. HENCE, THE U.S. SHOULD DISPLAY PATIENCE, 

RATHER THAN FORCE THE ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 
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2. WEST GERMAN MINISTER W/O PORTFOLIO WERNER MAIHOFER 
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ENGAGED ME IN A CONVERSATION ABOUT US EUROPEAN RELATIONS AT 
PRESIDENT HEINEMANN’S RECEPTION AT THE ROYAL PALANCE MARCH 24. 

3. WHEN I ANSWERED MAIHOFER'S QUESTION ABOUT MY VIEWS OF 
US-EUORPEAN RELATIONS WITH THE COMMENT THAT BOTH THE PRESIDENT'S 
AND THE SECRETARY'S VIEWS WERE ON RECORD AND SPOKE FOR 
THEMSELVES, MAIHOFER SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED THE FRAGILITY OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY AND THE INSTABILITY OF SOME OF ITS MEMBER COUNTRIES. 
EXPANSION OF THE EC HAD BROUGHT NEW PROBLEMS, HE NOTED, AND 
EVEN AFTER THE SCHEEI .-CAT .1 .AGH AN CONVERSATIONS IT WAS NOT 
CLEAR WHERE THE BRITISH INTENDED TO GO OR WHAT THEIR REAL 
ATTITUDE WAS. IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES EACH 

EC COUNTRY FELT THE TUG OF INTERNAL PROBLEMS - INTERNAL TO 
THE EC AND INTERNAL TO ITSELF. RECENT US COMMENT ON EUROPEAN 
ACTIONS HAD BEEN TOO HARSH, HE SAID; THE UNITED STATES HAD 
OVER-RACTED. HE HASTENED TO ADD, HOWEVER, THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE US VIEW ON CONSULTATIONS, AND THAT THERE WAS MERIT IN IT. 

4. MAIHOFER SAID EUROPE’S PROBLEM WAS FRANCE, AND THE UNITED 
STATES WAS PUTTING THE FRG IN THE MOST DIFFICULT POSITION OF 
HAVING TO MAKE AN AGONIZING CHOICE BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE 
UNITED STATES. RELATIONS WITH FRANCE, HE SAID, WERE THE SINGLE 
MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAINTAINING THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY; RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES WERE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAINTAINING EUROPEAN SECURITY. US 
POLICY IS NOW MAKING IT INCREASINGLY PROBABLE THAT 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WILL BE PUSHED INTO ANTAGONIZING THE 
FRENCH JUST AS THE FRENCH ARE BECOMING SEROUSLY OVEREXTENDED 
WITH RESPECT TO THEIR DOMESTIC ECONOMY, THEIR FOREIGN POLICY 
ASPARATIONS - ESPECIALLY VIS-A-VIS THE USSR - AND 

THEIR EFFORTS TO EXPAND THEIR INFLUENCE AND INCREASE MARKETS 
IN THE MOSLEM LANDS. IN THIS SUTIATION, MAIHOFER SAID, THE 
BEST POLICY WOULD BE TO WAIT. THE FACT THAT FRANCE IS 
OVEREXTENDED WILL COME HOME EVENTUALLY TO THE FRENCH PEOPLE, 

HE SAID, AND WHEN IT DOES WE MUST HAVE LEFT OPEN FOR FRANCE 
AN HONORABLE RETREAT. 

5. MAIHOFER CONCLUDED BY NOTING THAT HE FELT THAT SOME 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE EUROPEAN AND US-EUROPEAN SITUATIONS HAD 
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ALREADY RESULTED FROM RECENT BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
UNITED STATES .STRAU SZ-HUPE 
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